
My name is Bonnie Dombrowski, I live in East Lyme and I support Bill 6517 to implement the 
recommendations of the Dyslexia Task Force regarding dyslexia instruction and training.   
 
My 8 year old child has dyslexia that was not identified in Kinder or 1st grade, until his father and I 
brought it to the attention of his school after we noticed a tremendous negative impact on his self-esteem 
due to his lack of reading ability. Two years later in 3rd grade, he is getting the appropriate dyslexia 
specific instruction he needs - and making HUGE strides.  
 
ALL children with dyslexia deserve this kind of appropriate instruction and early intervention. Though my 
child’s teachers were well intentioned and incredibly caring, they were not trained, either in preservice 
college courses or in-service professional development, to identify clear signs of dyslexia in my son. Most 
classroom teachers are unprepared to help students with dyslexia, but mandatory training and ongoing 
coaching can help. Once identified, districts need to have well-trained and certified dyslexia-specific 
practitioners to remediate students learning challenges. 95% of students CAN learn to read with the 
proper instruction and support.   
 
The Dyslexia Task Force has identified that MORE THAN 1/3 of CT students with disabilities (~37%) 
have specific learning differences or SLD/Dyslexia.  Dyslexia is hugely prevalent and deserves the 
attention of our legislators and educators now more than ever, particularly given the widening equity 
disparity among learners with disabilities due to the impact from COVID-19. 
 
House Bill 6517 creates necessary frameworks, guidance and accountability to support dyslexia 
legislation implementation with no fiscal impact.  Thank you for your consideration of my testimony. 
 
Bonnie Dombrowski  
East Lyme, CT 

 


